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Start 
Time Movie Title 

Movie 
Length Theme     

3:30 
PM In the Shadow of Downtown: A Story of Re-Development 

4 
minutes Gentrification Austin, TX. 

3:35 
PM Some Place Like Home: The Fight against Gentrification in Downtown Brooklyn 

40 
minutes Gentrification Brooklyn, NY 

4:15 
PM Third Ward TX 

57 
minutes Gentrification Houston, TX. 

5:20 
PM Hand's Off My Hands 

5 
minutes Gentrification Austin, TX. 

5:30 
PM Invincible Feat. Finale - Locusts [Docu-Music Video on Detroit's Gentrification] 

6 
minutes Gentrification Detroit, MI. 

5:40 
PM Gentrification: An Austin East Side Story 

9 
minutes Gentrification Austin, TX. 

6:00 
PM In the Cut:  It's Not About the Buildings.  It's About the People. 

45 
minutes Gentrification New Orleans, LA. 

6:50 
PM DISCUSSION 

20 
minutes Gentrification     

7:20 
PM Intermission 

10 
minutes Criminal Justice     

7:30 
PM Book 'Em: Undereducated,  Overincarcerated 

3 
minutes Criminal Justice; Youth New Haven, CT. 

7:35 
PM I Am Sean Bell: Black Boys Speak 

10 
minutes Criminal Justice; Youth Brooklyn, NY 

7:45 
PM Untitled [Work in Progress] 

30 
minutes Criminal Justice Austin, TX. 

8:15 
PM DISCUSSION 

10 
minutes Criminal Justice     

8:25 
PM Laying the Foundation [& Other Short Films] 

20 
minutes Cultural/Social Identity Austin, TX. 

8:45 
PM [The] Durban 400 

53 
minutes International U.S. - South Africa 

9:45 
PM DISCUSSION 

15 
minutes International     

http://www.myec.net/


GUIDE to MOVIES 

Book 'Em: Undereducated,  Overincarcerated 
Producer: Youth Rights Media 

After successfully exposing injustices at the Connecticut Juvenile Training School in their 2004 documentary, CJTS: At What Cost? youth filmmakers at 

Youth Rights Media have turned their attention and their cameras-to uncovering the school to prison pipeline. In the face of No Child Left Behind and 

public outcry about the statewide “Achievement Gap,” YRM media makers pose and explore an important but seldom asked question: how are laws, 

policies and institutional procedures pushing youth out of the classrooms and closer to jail cells? 

In June 2005, 13 youth media makers premiered Book ‘Em: Undereducated, Overincarcerated to a standing room only audience at New Haven’s Little 
Theatre. The film, which includes interviews with students, teachers, administrators, attorneys and researchers, discusses truancy laws, zero tolerance 
policies, the overuse of school suspensions, and the role of police officers in schools.  The award winning film has garnered significant press, including 
coverage in the Hartford Courant, the New Haven Register, the Norwalk Hour, local television news outlets, and on CPTV’s Front and Center with Ray 
Hardman. In March, the film broadcast nationally as the juvenile justice feature for Open Transmission youth media showcase on Free Speech TV. 

 

[The] Durban 400 
Al Santana Films 
 
Durban 400 is a 53 minute documentary about a group of grassroots activists of the same name who, in the fall of 2001, attended the United Nations 
World Conference Against Racism, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance's. Their goal was to address the issue of reparations for the Trans Atlantic Slave 
Trade, and colonialism as crimes against humanity. 
 
Shot in cinema verite´ style the video, which is co-produced with the Drammeh Institute, follows the group as they develop lobbying strategies, educate 
it's members about political issues related to racism and colonialism, stage demonstrations, and march with South African labor groups in a show of 
solidarity against globalism, racism, and landlessness. 

 

Gentrification: An Austin East Side Story 
PODER [Young Scholars for Justice] 
 
For outsiders, there are probably two popular characterizations of Austin, TX: the eccentric, liberal college town in the heart of a red state, or more 
recently, the home of SXSW, the wildly popular music conference held each year in the city. 
 
But 15-year-old Gabriel Padilla has a different view. 
 
Inspired by Detroit rapper Invincible’s Locusts, the Austin resident and member of the Young Scholars for Justice Program at PODER, a local grassroots 
environmental justice organization, decided to team up with staff members to document his community’s fight against gentrification. The result? A full-
length documentary detailing Austin’s ugly racial past and East Austin’s current fight to live. 

 



Hand's Off My Hands 
Eastside Stories 
 
Darwin Hamilton’s struggle with the City of Austin over an eminent domain abuse case of his property at 912 East 11th St. 

 

I Am Sean Bell: Black Boys Speak 
Wildseed Films 
 
On November 25, 2006, undercover NYPD officers fired at least 50 rounds of bullets into a car carrying three UNARMED men of African American and 
Latino decent; killing one, SEAN BELL and seriously wounding two others. Bell age 23 was scheduled to be married on that fateful day. 
 
Three of the five detectives involved in the shooting went to trial on charges ranging from manslaughter to reckless endangerment. All were found not 
guilty.  The incident has sparked fierce criticism of the NYPD as the city faces yet another murder of an unarmed African American man at the hands of 
those expected to protect and serve. 
 
“I AM SEAN BELL, black boys speak” is a short form documentary from Wildseed Films that highlights the voices of young black boys between the ages 
of 11 and 13 years old growing up in New York City.  They speak openly and honestly about their reaction to the Sean Bell tragedy as well as their fears 
and hopes as they approach manhood in a city where the lives of young black men are often cut short, too often, and too soon. 

 

Invincible Feat. Finale - Locusts [Docu-Music Video on Detroit's Gentrification] 
EmergenceMusic 
 
Detroit based Hip-Hop artists Invincible and Finale rhyme about the impacts of gentrification on the Motor City. This piece includes interviews with 
community activists discussing displacement and predatory planning versus sustainable development in the D.  Both the song and video for "Locusts" by 
Invincible feat. Finale, (produced by DJ House Shoes) are from Invincible's debut album Shapeshifters 

 

In the Cut:  It's Not About the Buildings.  It's About the People. 
Broderick Webb and Edward Holub 
 
The Award-winning “Cut Off” chronicles the challenges facing New Orleans residents in rebuilding their lives and the institutions of the city, despite the 
demolition of thousands of public housing units and a lack of access to health care and education. 

 

 
Laying the Foundation [& Other Short Films] 
Eastside Stories - Various 
 
Champion boxer Ann Wolfe wasn't always on top of the world. On the contrary: boxing gave her a way out of poverty, personal tragedy, and 
homelessness. Now it gives her a way to share something with East Austin kids, and to live her philosophy that it's the people whose lives you touch 
that really make a difference. 



 
NOKOA News and the Observer   
 
Pool Rats  
“A pool rat is a kid who shows up every single day and does not leave until we close’” says a Rosewood Pool lifeguard Virginia Hernandez. (can we check 
if that is her name? Sean Cunningham is still around.) This is a tour of a hot summer day in Austin spent, as much as possible, in the cool pleasure of the 
public pool. Our guides are Brione, Breece, Brownie, Looney, Keith, Lil’ James, the Curry Brothers, and Jarell – all Pool Rats. 
 
Talk 60   
JoJoe Johnson made his television debut on Austin Community Access in the second grade. Now, he hosts his own call-in show called “What’s On Your 
Mind,” where young people can talk about their troubles and concerns. Next, he says, he’ll be a famous television producer—on the way he’s happy 
hearing what Austin kids have to say. 
 
Nubian Queen Lola 
It is nearly impossible to pass the Chicon-Rosewood intersection in East Austin without noticing the purple, alligator-laden restaurant on the corner. The 
restaurant's name is Nubian Queen Lo-La's Cajun Kitchen, and its vibrant decor only begins to reflect the spirit of its homeless operator. Relying on the 
""angels"" in her community to help sustain her financially, Lozina ""Lo-La"" Stephens feeds the hungry and homeless every Sunday and expresses her 
love every day through her food. 
 
Winner, Best Documentary. The 15 Short Film Festival, Charlotte, NC. 
 
Clarence 
Every song tells a story,” says Clarence Pierce of East Austin blues band The Eastside Kings. While he normally lets his guitar do the talking, in this 
documentary he accompanies his music with stories.. “However you want it to sound, you work on it and perfect it…you got the Blues. 
 
Sir Dukes 
 
Graphic Glass 
Rejina Thomas sold her first painting when she was 15. Now, the award-winning glass art and etching she does in her East Fifth Street studio is collected 
and shown internationally. Vivacious and opinionated, Thomas shares her Graphic Glass studio, her art, and her advice to young artists: “Don’t wait for 
the money. Hurry up and do it.” 
 
 

 

Some Place Like Home: The Fight against Gentrification in Downtown Brooklyn 
FUREE [Families United for Racial & Economic Equality] 
 
Tells the stories of community residents and small businesses that are displaced to make way for high-end retail and luxury condominiums to the area. 
It depicts the pulling out of Downtown Brooklyn and Fort Greene's legacy of being a once-forgotten neighborhood built from the ground up by 
generations of low-income and working families from all walks of life. Small business owners that have helped to make the area the 3rd largest retail 



district in New York City talk about the deferment of their dreams as entrepreneurs. It reveals practices and policies used to support massive real estate 
projects as the historical, economic and cultural fabric of the area is torn apart. It follows the battle of community residents and small businesses as 
they fight for some place like home. 

 

Third Ward TX 
Andrew Garrison and Nancy Bless and Noland Walker 
 
A left-for-dead neighborhood in Houston's Third Ward stirs to new life when a group of African-American artists found Project Row Houses. First, they 
clean up around a row of condemned shotgun houses and hold a "Drive By" exhibition of paintings on the fronts of the abandoned homes. The artists 
show up every day, and soon others join in. Eventually, they purchase 22 houses on two blocks with a down-payment from an NEA grant. Then they do 
something really unusual--they ask the community what it needs and listen to the answers. 
 
Told in their own words, this moving story introduces you to unforgettable people from the Third Ward: artists, young mothers, children and long-time 
residents. They talk of their fears and their hopes, and we see what this place means to them. Third Ward TX explores how this tidy little row of born-
again houses, glowing in the Texas sun, has become home to cutting-edge public art and a home-grown challenge to traditional notions of community 
development. In fact, this neighborhood becomes such a stimulating place...it begins to attract deep-pocket real estate developers that threaten to 
destroy the very qualities that make the neighborhood so vital. The bold and creative response of Project Row Houses is a gambit that just might work. 

 

Untitled [Work in Progress] 
Paradigm Shift Media 
 
Local community filmmakers assess police and community relations in Austin.  Patterns involved in recent police shootings, raises issues of 
accountability.  This work in progress begins with the shooting of Nathaniel Sanders and looks carefully at the patterns that emerge.   
 
Come for a Discussion with the Filmmaker and add your comments! 

 


